The sociology of religion in Australia has gone through three phases roughly comparable to the phases through which sociology in general has progressed: Prior to 1985 , 1985 -2000 and post-2000 . Raewyn Connell (2007 describes these transitions for Antipodean sociology. This history will recount the significant sociology of religion researchers and issues for each phase.
Prior to 1985-Australia through American and European Lenses
The key sociologists of religion in this period include J.J. (Hans) Mol, Mike Mason, John Bodycomb, Norman Blaikie, Rowan Ireland, and Ken Dempsey. For a thorough review of Australian sociology of religion to this point see Mason and Fitzpatrick (1982) . Hans Mol set the tone and put the sociology of religion in Australia on the map with his books Religion in Australia (1971) and The Faith of Australians (1985) , which were the first authoritative texts on this subject. Born in the Netherlands, trained at Columbia University and Union Seminary, Hans was one of the many theologically trained sociologists of religion. Mol typifies the way that national sociologies were emerging in former colonies at that time: basically applied paradigms usually developed in the United States or the United Kingdom to other countries and especially to colonial and developing post-colonial societies.
Australia is a former British penal colony where the Anglican Church was part of a more general system of social control. With growing Irish migration in the late nineteenth century, there was increasing competition between Angli-
